CONCLUSION
FASCISM lasted twenty years. Persons now between
twenty and forty were brought up, or started their respon-
sible life, while Fascism was developing its ideology and
trying to perpetuate itself by persuasion, compulsion, and fighting.
Are these people, who bear the burden of carrying on the life
and civilization of their country, deeply affected by that ideology?
The institutions in which the younger generation began to learn
how to behave and what to believe were transformed in order to
fit the new ideology; many were created to meet new needs. Are
these institutions radically impregnated with the 'spirit of
Fascism * ? And, after all, is this ideology, this * spirit of Fascism*',
something that can be isolated at will and thrown away when it
is recognized as harmful? What way is open to those who feel a
duty or a wish to help the Italian people towards recovering a
normal and decent life? Answers to most of these questions can
be given only when the present has become past history. Some
consideration is, however, indispensable if an answer is to be
found to the last question, which cannot wait long for a reply.
The impressive sight of thousands of young people parading
in uniform and proclaiming their loyalty to the Duce was not a
faithful picture of their state of mind. Education and propaganda
had not only, and not pre-eminently, the effect of inculcating a
sense of loyalty to Mussolini and of their duty to bring about the
new Roman empire. This side of the picture exists; and it can
be easily under-estimated. Especially among the youngest ones,
who had their elementary education after 1930, and were trained
in the O.N.B. and GJ.L. from their first years, many reached
their military age in the expectation of triumphs such as that
over Abyssinia. Their minds had not been opened to any
alternative, and their imagination was easily caught by the hope
of greatness. The two myths of Rome and of the Duce worked
powerfully on those whose uncritical attitude was praised as
generous self-denial. But this was not the case with the majority
of young people. In the last five years of the regime the Fascist
leaders urgently felt the problem of fitting youth into the national
life. The leaders of the * Youth movement* were no longer
young; and young people, it was felt, did not respond to the
requirements of the regime. It is not possible to analyse the
attitude of youth in detail; still less possible is it to define
it in a few characteristics. It was not? on the whole, a refusal to
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